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The comparative disadvantages of Bombay as a centre of the

Cotton-mill Industry in India

The decline in the relative importance of Bombay as a
centre of the Cotton Industry in India, and also the greater
inability of the mill-owners of Bombay to meet the losses of the
period of depression, which we have traced in the preceding
pages, would undoubtedly indicate that Bombay suffers from
certain disadvantages as compared to the up-country centres.
We, therefore, now proceed to examine some of the principal
factors that have contributed to the deterioration of the Bombay
Cotton Industry in recent years. These may be conveniently
grouped under two broad headings: (A) Labour Unrest and
(B) Higher Costs of Production.

8. LABOUR UNREST IN BOMBAY
One of the greatest disadvantages from which the Cotton
Industry of Bombay has suffered in recent years as compared
to the up-country centres appears to have been the prevalence
of grave and recurring labour troubles in that centre. While
in other parts of India the mill-owners have been able to effect
considerable readjustments between costs of production and
falling prices by the reduction of labour costs, the efforts of the
mill-owners in Bombay in that direction have been rendered
altogether unsuccessful on account of the strong resistance
offered by the comparatively better organised trade unions of
that City. Without going into the question as to how far the
mill-owners on their part were justified in seeking to reduce
wages and how far the trade unions in their turn were well
advised to resist those reductions by means of strikes, we may
simply point out that the prolonged and continuous labour
unrest and the consequent stoppage of the mills at frequent
intervals must have contributed in a great measure to seriously
weaken the position of the Cotton-mill Industry of Bombay
both financially and otherwise. The importance of this factor